
The Sound of Music 

 

Short Answer Questions  

1. Who is Evelyn Glennie, and what challenge did she face early in her life? 

2. How did Evelyn Glennie lose her hearing, and at what age did this happen? 

3. Describe Evelyn Glennie’s first encounter with percussionist Ron Forbes. 

4. How did Evelyn learn to sense music despite her hearing impairment? 

5. What achievements did Evelyn Glennie accomplish as a musician? 

6. Who is Ustad Bismillah Khan, and what instrument is he famous for playing? 

7. Describe the significance of the shehnai in Ustad Bismillah Khan's life. 

8. Where did Ustad Bismillah Khan receive his early training in music? 

9. What notable events and honors marked Ustad Bismillah Khan’s career? 

10. How did Ustad Bismillah Khan contribute to the recognition of the shehnai 

internationally? 

Long Answer Questions  

1. Discuss the early life and challenges faced by Evelyn Glennie. How did she overcome 

them to become a renowned musician? 

2. Analyze how Evelyn Glennie’s story serves as an inspiration for individuals with 

disabilities. 

3. Describe the relationship between Evelyn Glennie and her teacher, Ron Forbes. How 

did he help her rediscover music? 

4. Explain how Evelyn Glennie’s determination and unique methods of sensing music 

contributed to her success. 

5. Discuss the cultural and historical significance of the shehnai in Indian music, as 

highlighted by Ustad Bismillah Khan's story. 

6. Describe Ustad Bismillah Khan's early training and the role of his family in shaping 

his musical career. 

7. How did Ustad Bismillah Khan's performances at various national and international 

events enhance the global status of Indian classical music? 

8. Explain the importance of Ustad Bismillah Khan’s dedication to traditional music in 

an age of modernization. 

9. Discuss the key qualities and traits that made Ustad Bismillah Khan a legendary 

musician. 

10. Analyze the impact of Ustad Bismillah Khan’s music on promoting Indian culture 

worldwide. 

Analytical and Higher Order Thinking Questions  

1. Critically analyze the role of perseverance and passion in Evelyn Glennie’s journey to 

becoming a world-famous percussionist. 

2. Examine how societal perceptions of disability are challenged by Evelyn Glennie’s 

achievements and methods. 

3. Discuss the influence of cultural heritage on Ustad Bismillah Khan’s music and his 

efforts to preserve and promote it. 



4. Analyze the differences and similarities in the journeys of Evelyn Glennie and Ustad 

Bismillah Khan in achieving musical excellence. 

5. Evaluate the significance of mentors in the lives of Evelyn Glennie and Ustad 

Bismillah Khan, and how they shaped their careers. 

6. Discuss the impact of early childhood experiences and family background on the 

musical careers of Evelyn Glennie and Ustad Bismillah Khan. 

7. How do Evelyn Glennie’s innovative methods of ‘hearing’ music provide insights 

into the potential of the human spirit and adaptability? 

8. Analyze the role of traditional instruments like the shehnai in the modern music 

industry, as illustrated by Ustad Bismillah Khan's legacy. 

9. Examine the contributions of both Evelyn Glennie and Ustad Bismillah Khan to their 

respective fields and how they have inspired future generations of musicians. 

10. Discuss the importance of preserving cultural music traditions in a globalized world, 

using Ustad Bismillah Khan’s dedication to the shehnai as an example. 

Discussion and Essay Topics 

1. Debate the importance of innovation versus tradition in music, using examples from 

the stories of Evelyn Glennie and Ustad Bismillah Khan. 

2. Discuss how Evelyn Glennie’s life story can inspire individuals to overcome their 

personal challenges and achieve their dreams. 

3. Write an essay on the significance of mentorship in shaping the careers of artists, 

referencing Ron Forbes and Ustad Bismillah Khan’s early mentors. 

4. Explore the role of music in cultural identity and heritage, with reference to Ustad 

Bismillah Khan’s contributions to Indian classical music. 

5. Reflect on the ways in which Evelyn Glennie and Ustad Bismillah Khan have 

contributed to breaking down barriers and changing perceptions in their respective 

fields. 
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